and provides valuable guidelines. A useful section is provided on intravenous feeding in paediatric practice.
The hazard of infection complicating parenteral nutrition is once again exposed in section seven. Perhaps the least informative section of the book is that on biochemical aspects of parenteral nutrition which appears rather superficial. There is a good sectionputting forward new dataon the practical applications of parenteral nutrition. The last section, concerning the assessment of parenteral nutrition therapy is, perhaps, one of the most important in the book. It is a well-balanced section offering many practical and research guidelines for workers in the field. It is a pity, however, that a section concerning the monitoring on intravenous feeding was not included. This book is well presented, readable, well laid out and it is evident that considerable care has gone into the editing of all the important discussions that follow each chapter. This book is recommended to all those interested in this field as there is something of interest for everyone.
H Eastbourne: Saunders 1978 Acute injuries to the cervical spine present recurring problems of diagnosis in casualty departments. The authors emphasize the importance of accurate interpretation of an initial lateral radiograph. The format is that of a series of questions and answers, beginning with instruction on normal appearances and followed by good examples of traumatic lesions. Line drawings of each illustration provide explanatory detail, including important references to stability or instability of these fractures and dislocations. The book concludes with a number of test cases whereby the reader may discover whether he has absorbed this valuable lesson. It is recommended strongly to accident surgeons and particularly to novices exposed to these emergencies. When writing for a general practitioner about an allied discipline which impinges on-his work, it is always difficult to strike a balance between unnecessary detail and failing to cover the relevant areas sufficiently thoroughly. In this manual which has been designed to acquaint the general practitioner with a relevant working knowledge of the use of the laboratory and the interpretation of the pathological tests, the balance has been reasonably well achieved. The manual is divided into 4 sections. The first 2 sections (investigations in general practice; laboratory investigation) are available now, whilst a section concerning clinical problems and a section on therapeutic drug concentrations will be available later. The loose-leaf format is a sensible idea because various sections can be updated as tests or materials become superseded or obsolete. However, this loose-lea-f format does make it rather cumbersome to use and there are one or two omissions. At this stage, for example, the inclusion of information on pregnancy testing would have been beneficial and mention could have been made of the dip inoculum test, now widely used in the investigation of urinary tract infections. The general practice flavour of the tests needs to be emphasized more thoroughly. The overall quality of the text, however, is good, and the section on the costs of pathological services particularly welcome. It is to be hoped that future supplements will maintain this promisingly high standard, and if so, the manual will make a useful addition to the library shelf. P GROB General Practitioner, Surrey Neuroendocrinology of Reproduction. (Clinics in Obstetrics and Gynaecology, vol 5 No. 2) J E Tyson (ed) pp 502 £8.25 Eastbourne: Holt-Saunders 1978 This publication consists mainly of a series of reviews of recent research in reproductive endocrinology by various authors. There is considerable overlap between the chapters resulting in much unnecessary repetition. The first 4 chapters are concerned with the control of LHRH, gonadotrophin and prolactin secretion by the hypothalamic dopamine and noradrenaline systems and with the modulation of LHRH secretion by the feedback action of gonadal steroids. It is suggested that further elucidation of the central nervous regulating mechanisms may, in the future, make it possible to control ovulation for contraceptive purposes and to correct reproductive disorders of neuroendocrine origin by means of centrallyacting drugs.
The next 4 chapters deal with the actions of gonadotrophins and prolactin on the gonads, with particular reference to the role of gonadotrophin receptors. Factors controlling the growth and maturation of an ovarian follicle are discussed, including the ability to increase the number of gonadotrophin receptors and the effects of gonadal steroids and of nonsteroidal factors found in the follicular fluid. Luteal maturation and the clinical aspects and management of luteal insufficiency and hyperprolactinaemia are also discussed; and a further chapter is devoted to the physiology and physiopathology of prolactin. Another chapter follows on the neuroendocrine control of lactation.
The last two chapters (the only strictly clinical ones) deal respectively with the various forms of male pseudohermaphroditism (classified according to enzymatic defects in testosterone synthesis, abnormalities in androgen action and abnormal regression of Mullerian structures) and with the assessment and management of male infertility. This is a tribute to its editor, Professor D J Weatherall, the contributors and the publisher. Thirty-four distinguished contributors provide upto-date reviews of topics ranging from 'Advances in Neuropharmacology' to 'Drug Therapy in the Coronary Care Unit', and from asthma to malaria. The section headings: 'Gastroenterology', 'Hypertension', 'Clinical Genetics', 'Cardiology: Myocardial Infarction', 'Clinical Haematology', 'Infection', 'Growing Areas in the Basic Medical Sciences', 'Respiratory Disease' and 'Asthma', indicate the amount of material in this volume. In addition, there are three College Lectures; the Lumleian on portal hypertension by Professor Dame Sheila Sherlock, the Goulstonian on gut lymphocytes by Dr Anne Ferguson, and the Lilly on models of infection by R G Petersdorf. This is a feast not to be missed and it will be read by general and specialist physicians and others, with great interesta most valuable 'up-date'.
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Professor of Medicine Bristol Royal Infirmary
A Practice of Anaesthesia H C Churchill-Davidson (ed) 4th edn pp 1542 £26 London: Lloyd-Luke 1978 'Wylie and Churchill-Davidson' has become established in the 18 years since first publication as a worldwide classic integrating basic science and practical anaesthesia. It is sad that Dr Wylie 'due to intense pressure of work' is no longer an Editor but perhaps this is compensated for by double the number of Associate Editors, some from hospitals other than St Thomas'. Dr Churchill-Davidson, however, has wielded a firm editorial hand and reduced the number of chapters from 53 to 46 by combining chapters in the third edition, e.g. 'Anaesthetic Gases' and 'Volatile Anaesthetics' now as 'Inhalational Anaesthetic Agents'. This could also have been applied to bring 'Cholinesterases and Anticholinesterases' into the previous chapter as 'Neuromuscular Blocking Agents and their reversal'. Much revision and pruning means that despite 4 new chapters the text occupies fewer pages than its predecessor.
Specific criticisms include 15 pages devoted to the peculiarly British specialty of outpatient dental anaesthesia compared to 4 pages on ENT anaesthesia, and the complete omission of day case anaesthesia. The nonclinical authorship of the chapter on intravenous agents probably accounts for the mere 6 lines devoted to anaphylactic reactions including the erroneous conclusion that these are due to Cremophor EL. The section 'Renal Disease and Anaesthesia' is unclear, which is partly due to typographical error. A general criticism concerns the unnecessary photographs and figures. Nonetheless, this book must be recommended for its wide range and authority; no selfrespecting anaesthetic department can afford to be without it, although its price may give pause to the individual. ADRIAN 
PADFIELD
Consultant Anaesthetist Hallamshire Hospital, Sheffield
An Atlas of Otolaryngologic Radiology J Zizmor & A M Noyek pp 497 £24.50 Eastbourne: Holt-Saunders 1978 This atlas is intended as a guide to demonstrate the range of radiological techniques, both conventional and advanced, that can be applied in otorhinolaryngology. In addition, it indicates the spectrum of diseases of the ear, nose and throat in which radiology can play a major diagnostic role. It is aimed at residents, ENT clinicians and radiologists, and the range of abnormalities illustrated extends into the thorax as far as the main bronchi and cardia.
There is no text as such, simply legends to the illustrations. On the whole, the picture quality is good considering the difficulty in reproducing hypocycloidal tomographs, particularly of the petrous bone. Any deficiencies have been amply compensated for by the lavish size of the reproductions, most of which take up a whole page along with their appropriate legends. The authors have included a lot of very good material which is up to date and includes some CT scans and ultrasound. My only criticism is that it might have been better woven into a full text book rather than given in atlas form, and would certainly have been a more important contribution to the literature.
This book is to be recommended for the hospital and departmental library as a most useful source of referral for those interested in ENT radiology. 
